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Key vocabulary

festival : A religious festival isa time of
special importance marked by adherents
10 that religion.

Christianity : One of the worid's main
religions. Followers are called Christians

Hinduism : The religion followed by Hin-
dus.

Islam: Tslam is the second most popular
religion in the world. Muslims are follow-
ers of Tslam.

Judaism: The religion followed by Jews.
Eid: Eid- al - Fitr is the most important
date on the Tslamic calendar. Tt cele-

brates the successful completion of the.
fasting month Ramadam.

Diwali: Tndias most important celebra-
tion of the year. Tts name comes from
the row (avali) of clay lamps (deepa) that
are lit outside homes To symbolise the
inner light which protects from spiritual
darkness.

Passover: A major Tewish holiday that
celebrates the exodus of the Tsraclites
from slavery in Egypt.

Yom Kippur: The holiest day in the Jew-
ish calendar. Jews observe the day witha
day-long fast, confession and intensive
proying.
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Festivals

What is a festival?

A religious festival is a time
of special importance
marked by adherents fo
that religion. Religious fes-
tivals are commonly cele-
brated on recurring cycles
ina calendar year or lunar

The story of Passover

Inorder to protect their first-born
children, the Tsraelites marked their
doors with lamb's blood 0 the angel
of death would pass over them. Thus
the name Passover, which is "pesach”
in Hebrew. The Tsraclites were ulti-
mately freed from slavery and wan-
dered the desert for 40 years be-
fore making it to the promise land.

Did youknon? iy
The most important religious fes-
tivals such as Christmas. Rosh
Hashanah, Diwal, Eid-al-Fitr and
Eid-al-Adha serve to mark out the
year.

Others. such as harvest festivals,
celebrate seasonal change.

The word festival comes from the.
word feast (an elaborate meal).
Many festivals were originally con-
nected with the plaring or har-
Vesting of crops. Food still plays @
‘major role in many of foday's fes-
tivals and holidays.

The story of Eid

The story of Eid a-Fitr begins
when Prophet Muhammad
(Peace Be Upon Him) was visit-
ed by the angel Tibril whilst
meditating ina cave. The angel
told Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) about Allch. The angel
said that Allch was the one
and orly God. After the angel
Tibril had finished speaking,
he asked Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) o repeat back what
he had just heard. He was able
10 do this perfectly, and these
words became the foundation
of the Qur'an.





